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FRANKFURT FOR GAO, MR. JOSEPH EDER, EROM THE AMBASSADOR 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AGAO, MARR, MASS, BE 
SUBJECT: PROPOSED GAO VISIT 

REE: GAO ERANKEURT DIRECTOR EDER LETTER TO AMBASSADOR, 
MARCH 8 

1 . WHILE YOUR LETTER DID NOT ASK FOR MY APPROVAL FOR 
THE PROPOSED GAO TEAM TO VISIT THE BELGIAN MINISTRY 

OF DEFENSE, LOCAL BELGIAN SUBCONTRACTORS, AND OTHERS, 

TO LOOK INTO THE E-16 PROGRAM, I ASSUME THAT WAS AN 
OVERSIGHT. 

2. UNFORTUNATELY, I CANNOT AGREE TO SUCH A VISIT AT THIS 
TIME. 

3. WE HAVE REPORTED IN THE PAST ON THE HIGH DEGREE OF 
SENSITIVITY THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT HAS SHOWN OVER PREVIOUS 
GAO REPORTS ON THE F-16 PROGRAM WHEN SUCH PUBLIC REPORTS 
HAVE TOUCHED ON ISSUES THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS 
PRIVILEGED INFORMATION. YOU MAY RECALL THAT THE BELGIANS 
PREVIOUSLY COOPERATED WITH THE GAO ONLY ON THE UNDER- 
STANDING THAT THEY WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO REVIEW AND 
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CORRECT ERRORS, IF ANY, IN THE REPORT IN DRAFT PRIOR 
TO ITS PUBLICATION. 

4. I AM AWARE OE THE GAO'S RESPONSIBILITIES AND MANDATE 
TO EXAMINE THE U.S. ASPECTS OE THE E-16 PROGRAM, DIEFICULT 
THOUGH IT MAY BE TO SEPARATE THOSE ASPECTS FROM EUROPEAN 
ASPECTS. HOWEVER, YOU STATE THAT ONE AREA YOU WANT TO 
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EXAMINE IS THE EAVORABLE ASPECTS OE THE E-I6 PROGRAM EOR 
OUR EUROPEAN ALLIES. THIS WOULD CLEARLY REQUIRE DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH A NUMEROUS BELGIAN OEEICIALS AND INDUSTRY 
REPRESENTATIVES . 

5. WE HAVE BEEN INEORMED THAT THE GAO PLANS TO ISSUE 
A REPORT ENTITLED "AIR EORCE'S F-I6 AIRCRAET PROGRAM - 
ITS STATUS AND CONCERNS" ON OR ABOUT MARCH 24. UNTIL 
WE RECEIVE THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT'S REACTION TO THAT 
REPORT (WHICH WE HAVE NOT SEEN), I BELIEVE IT INAPPRO- 
PRIATE TO REQUEST BELGIAN GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE FOR YOUR 
TEAM WHICH, ACCORDING TO YOUR LETTER, WOULD BE IN BELGIUM 
AT THAT TIME. 

6. AFTER WE HAVE RECEIVED THE REPORT MENTIONED ABOVE 
AND THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT'S REACTION TO IT, I WOULD BE 
PREPARED, ASSUMING NO PROBLEMS ARISE, TO AUTHORIZE A 
VISIT BY YOUR TEAM TO APPROPRIATE BELGIANS AND TO 
ASSIST IT IN MAKING THE CONTACTS NECESSARY. 

7. SHOULD YOU WISH TO HAVE YOUR TEAM DISCUSS THE E-I6 
PROGRAM WITH MEMBERS OE MY STAEE, INCLUDING CASEUR, AND 
THE U.S. PRIME CONTRACTORS, I AM PREPARED TO AUTHORIZE 
THEIR VISIT. PLEASE LET ME KNOW YOUR WISHES IN THIS 
REGARD. I HAVE ASKED MY DEPUTY CHIEE OP MISSION TO 
TELEPHONE YOU TO GO OVER THESE MATTERS WITH YOU IN 
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GREATER DETAIL. CHAMBERS 
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